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15 October 2025 

Dear Simplification Group Secretariat 

Regulatory simplification 

Introduction 
The Council of Small Business Organisations Australia (COSBOA) is the peak body representing small 

businesses in Australia and is a member of the ASIC Simplification Consultation Group. Australia’s 

small businesses are the backbone of our community, and yet owners are routinely diverted from 

core business activities by complex compliance requirements resulting in increased administrative 

costs which in turn has become a barrier to their ability to grow and increase productivity.  

COSBOA supports all endeavours towards regulatory simplification that help business owners 

navigate the complex web of red tape. Simplification is essential for small business owners and 

advisors to navigate ASIC systems and requirements.  

Our commentary below is based on the simplification pillars and questions raised in Rep 813.  

Improving access to regulatory information 
One of the fundamental issues with the existing regulatory framework is that small businesses have 

resource limitations and cannot delegate compliance to specialised departments and often handle 

these responsibilities personally.  

While the new website has improved searchability, COSBOA would recommend including a small 

business resource tab under either ‘Popular tasks’ or ‘Featured topics.’ Small business owners 

currently have to scroll down the home page and then follow the path ‘for business and companies’ 

to land on ‘business basics’ to get to the small business resources page. Having a dedicate small 

business resource tab would help reduce the time spent searching or trying to find relevant 

information and guidance.  

Additionally, practical tools and plain language guidance is key for ensuring successful use of the 

website. Some examples of useful tools include:  

- Roadmaps and small business decision trees which help determine which regulations may 

apply to their circumstances. As mentioned by COSBOA member the Mortgage and Finance 

Association of Australia, roadmaps should not duplicate what may already be available but 

can help small business owners and directors make informed decisions.  

- Allowing small business owners to create an account and store important information, 

resources. 

- A regulatory compliance calendar outlining key dates relevant to their industry.  

Alternative formats for the regulatory roadmaps can be helpful to ensure the information is 

accessible and understandable to a broad range of users. COSBOA also suggest the removal of 






