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15 February 2023 

Dear Chief Justice 

Amendment to Rule 2.32 of the Federal Court Rules 

I refer to the amendment of Rule 2.32, which came into effect on 13 January 
2023 and the Access To Documents and Transcripts Practice Note published 
on 13 February 2023 (Practice Note). 

I also refer to the letter from the ACCC to you dated 7 February 2023, a copy 
of which has been provided to me.   

Like the ACCC, ASIC’s current practice is to ordinarily publish a media release 
and a copy of the relevant pleading or concise statement immediately after 
the commencement and service of any regulatory proceeding, unless the 
documents contain information which the respondent has asserted is 
confidential.   

The public interest reasons for this approach are as follows. 

1. The early publication of the court documents assists ASIC to fulfil its
statutory charter as set out in sections 1(2) and 12A of the Australian
Securities and Investments Commission Act 2001(Cth).  The early and
clear communication of the allegations made and the concerns that
have led to the commencement of the proceedings provide
guidance to businesses and consumers about the types of conduct of
concern to ASIC, highlight ASIC’s compliance and enforcement
priorities, and encourage compliance with the law.

2. As you will be aware, ASIC’s proceedings are closely monitored by the
media, industry, consumer groups and members of the public.
Accordingly, we consider it to be in the public interest that the relevant
court documents be made publicly available at the time of the
commencement of the proceedings to facilitate a proper






