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egistering a business name is about to become
easier, with the new national business names
regime set to commence on 28 May 2012. From
this date, ASIC will administer all new and
existing business name registrations, replacing
the current state and territory systems.
Our new service will reduce the cost of
registering a business name in most states
and territories and streamline many of the
processes involved in registering and
renewing a business name. The
cost for registering a national
business name will be $30 for
one year or $70 for three years.

Roadshows
Thanks to everyone who
attended our national
business names roadshow,
which we held across
Australia during April and
May. The roadshow was
a great success with more
than 2000 people attending.
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We trust those who came along gained some
valuable information about the national business
names service. If you couldn’t make it, you can
watch a webcast of the roadshow and access
all the relevant information on our website.

Apply online
You will be able to apply to register a business name
using our new online service, ASIC Connect,
at www.asic.gov.au. In most cases, we
will respond immediately online as
to whether a name is available, not
available or requires manual review
by an ASIC staff member. You
will need an Australian Business
Number (ABN) to apply for
registration of a business name.

Existing business
names
If your business name is already
registered in at least one state
or territory, your information will be
automatically transferred to the new
national register. The renewal date
for your business name registration
will remain the same, and we will let
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you know when your renewal fee is due. You will also
be able to check your business name details online.

Identical business names
There may be identical – or nearly identical –
business names recorded on our business names
register, where names were previously registered in
different states or territories to different holders.
If your business name is registered in more than
one state or territory, all of your business names will
transfer to our register, and you may have multiple
identical business names registered to you. You may
choose to keep only one business name registered
– the business name with the latest registration
expiry date for example. Keeping only one business
name registration may save you time and money.
If you have multiple business name registrations or
a company registration, you can align your business
name renewal dates, making compliance easier.
For more information on this new service, see
the business names section of our website.
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Registered agents: Get ready for business names

T

he national business names service
starting on 28 May 2012, will replace the
state and territory business name services.
ASIC’s business names service will
enables you to register business names
nationally through ASIC Connect, our
easy-to-use online service portal.
Once you have signed up for an ASIC
Connect account, you can register
business names online. You can also
renew existing business name registrations
by linking them to your account,
using a unique ASIC key number.
For more information, visit our website
and click on ‘ASIC Connect’..

Authorising an agent
A business name holder may authorise
an agent to manage interactions with
us for their business name. This is a
private arrangement between the
business name holder and the agent
and ASIC is not involved. Business name
holders and agents may wish to keep
a written record of the authorisation.

Agents may include ASIC registered
agents or anyone else the business name
holder authorises to act on their behalf,
such as an accountant, lawyer, corporate
services provider or even a relative or
friend. The agent concept for business
names is different to the registered agents
model we use for companies, but we
plan to bring the two closer together in
2013. From then, agents will be able to
link both business names and companies
to their ASIC Connect account.

Accessing and signing
up to ASIC Connect
You will be able to access ASIC Connect
through our website. You will need to
sign up for an ASIC Connect account
before you can submit business name
lodgements and notifications. Signing up
is easy and will only take a few minutes.
You will be asked for:
»» your name
»» your email address (which will
become your user name)
»» a password of your choice, and
»» a security question and answer
that we can use to verify who you
are if you forget your password.
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After you sign up, we will send you an
email to activate your account. You can
then log in and start a transaction, such as
linking a business name to your account.

How to link business names
to your account as an agent
You will be able to link a business name
to your account through the ‘Lodgements
and notifications’ tab in ASIC Connect. You
will need to add business names one at
a time. If you have more than 20 business
names to link, you may contact us to
request a bulk list of ASIC keys or for help in
linking, using www.asic.gov.au/question.
You must have an ASIC key for each
business name you link to your account.

How to get an ASIC key
The ASIC key is a unique number – not
publicly available – that we will issue to
each business name upon registration
or renewal. Business name holders can
request an ASIC key at any time.
If you or a business name holder you
represent has 20 or more business
names, you can ask us to email
the ASIC keys to you in bulk.

Payment options

More information

Business name renewal fees can be
paid online using the 'pay now' option
which allows credit card payment via
Visa or MasterCard. Alternatively, you
can choose to ‘pay later’ and we will
send you an invoice with information
about other payment options such as
BPay and payment at Australia Post.

More information about business
names for registered agents
is available on our website.

Computer software for
business names
If you interact with ASIC using
commercial software , contact your
software provider to see if they will
be offering business name services.
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ASIC Connect – new online
search service launched

Contact us

Online services help

he Personal Properties Securities register (PPSR), introduced in
January 2012, is the register where details of security interests in
personal property can be registered and searched. Insolvency and
Trustee Service Australia (ITSA) now administers these records.

www.asic.gov.au/question

Email: online@asic.gov.au

All of the current charges (around 1.15 million records held on
the ASIC register) were transferred to the PPSR on 30 January
2012. As a result, our register of company charges is now
closed to new lodgements. Information on company charges
satisfied before 30 January 2012 is still available from us.

Monday to Friday
8.30am to 7pm (8pm October –March)
Australian Eastern Standard Time

ASIC Website

Closed on weekends and
national public holidays.

»» companies

T

1300 300 630
International +61 3 5177 3988

For information on current charges or charges satisfied
on or after 30 January 2012, visit www.ppsr.gov.au.

»» financial services
»» markets
»» credit

Editorial Inquiries

A

SIC’s new online registry service, ASIC Connect
Search allows you to conduct company searches and
obtain extracts and other paid products online.
The new service, launched on 2 April, offers a
range of free and paid searches, including:

»» managed schemes

Editor, InFocus ASIC
GPO Box 9827
MELBOURNE VIC 3001

»» auditors
»» insolvency

Tel: 03 9280 3346
Fax: 03 9280 3337
Email: kathleen.meekings@asic.gov.au
rick.biagioni@asic.gov.au

»» organisations and business names search,
»» documents search,

www.moneysmart.gov.au

»» check name availability search (formerly identical name check),

»» consumer information

»» banned and disqualified search, and

Subscribe
www.asic.gov.au/infocus

»» browse the professional registers.

In the first four weeks we facilitated 12,607 paid searches.
You can access ASIC Connect Search from our website.
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»» financial tips and
safety checks
»» unclaimed money

Our new service allows you to pay ASIC search fees via credit card. Our
service is secured, meaning your credit card details are protected.
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